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Meeting notes 

Meeting of the Swedish Library Technology 
Provider Network 2024-04-16

Date: 2024-04-16 

Location: The National Library of Sweden and online (Zoom) 

Participants: 

Axiell: Magdalena Olofsson, Emma Tennevall 

EBSCO: Mats Påhlsson, Richard Burkitt 

Ex Libris: Dana Moshkovits, Ronald van Dieen 

imCode: Hillar Loor, Tomas Holasek 

Index data: Charlotte Whitt 

Innovative Interfaces: James Baker 

Kreablo: Anna Bauer, Andreas Jonsson 

Systematic: Jesper Hansen, Helena Nordqvist 

The National Library of Sweden: Andreas Mace, Johan Ahrén, Katja Naischtein, 

Oskar Laurin 

Appendix: PDF-version of PowerPoint presentation held at the meeting

§ 1. Introductions 

Andreas welcomed everyone to this first meeting of the Swedish Library Technology 

Provider Network. NLS has seen the need for more structured discussions with all technology 

providers active in Sweden for some time and are glad that it's finally happening. 

Everyone introduced themselves. 

§ 2. Form and structure of the network 

These meetings will be held once or maybe twice a year and it will be predominately online. 

The network will be loosely structured with no formal statutes. Openness is important and we 

will publish the meeting notes on our website - https://metadatabyran.kb.se 

Max two participants per vendor. New vendors are welcome if they have Swedish customers 

that are part of the Swedish national library infrastructure and Libris. 

Avdelning/Enhet Insamling och metadata 

Datum 2024-05-24 

Diarienummer 2024-697 
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§ 3. Linked data from Libris to local library systems (ILS/LSP) 

The National Library of Sweden wants to inform and receive feedback on upcoming work 

with providing data delivery (“exports”) of linked data from Libris to local library systems 

(ILS/LSP predominantly, but possible also Discovery etc.). 

Andreas talked about linked data and how the development has progressed in Libris. NLS 

aims to leave MARC behind completely and eventually transition fully to linked data. The 

ambition is to restrict the requirement to convert data back and forth from MARC to linked 

data. We need to provide ways for libraries to access the data and to have ways to fetch and 

store the data. 

NLS also wants to sync holdings and item data back to Libris. The main goal for this is to 

remove the double work required. One shouldn't have to do the same thing both in Libris and 

in the local system. 

NLS is implementing a new LSP, FOLIO and VuFind, with go live planned for 2025. The 

work being done with integration Libris and local ILS/LSP through linked data is a part of 

this implementation, but the ambition is that it will be a generic solution that works with 

other systems and not limited to NLS choices. Libris will continue to serve as the union 

catalogue for all public libraries in Sweden, and is the point where metadata is created. 

Timeline: NLS will start work on providing linked data from Libris this spring, tests and 

evaluation during the summer, leading up to active development work fall 2024. 

The technology providers asked questions regarding the existing solutions for cataloging in 

Libris and exports to local ILS/LSP, as well as the relationship between Libris and Library of 

Congress in regards to BIBFRAME and the flavor/extension used in Libris. 

§ 4. Things to explore & discuss 

NLS wants to build something that works for all systems in use in Sweden, which can 

manage linked data. We are however early with this development work in an international 

context, there are no standards implemented yet. There are more questions than answers at 

this point and NLS wants input and opinions from the technology providers. 

 Several questions/topics were discussed in more detail:

 What protocols/mechanisms will be provided?

 Form/shape of the data

 What feeds will be supported from Libris?

 How much will Libris provide (in terms of packaging data) vs. what is the

responsibility of the local system to fetch and store data?

 Define local metadata needs? Operational metadata, caching data etc.
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 How do we sync holding/item data back to Libris?

The participants were interested and there were several questions asked during these topics.

One of the things discussed was if KBV (the vocabulary used in Libris, mostly based on 

BIBFRAME with some deviations) will be mapped to BIBFRAME when exporting data, 

where the answer is that this is an outstanding question what format/serialization will be 

available. But it is doable already today, and not a difficult question technically but rather a 

usage and requirement issue. 

Another aspect that was raised during the discussion is that it is important to consider how 

the data will be displayed and used in front end and discovery solutions. Andreas replied that 

the first step is to get the data into the back-end systems. The next step is to present it 

effectively in the front-end. 

The relationship between holdings and items, and where this data is used (Libris or locally in 

ILS/LSP) was another topic discussed. This question is also related to how this data can be 

synced back to Libris, and the responsibility between the involved systems. NLS described 

that work will happen around the holdings model (including items) in Libris, which may lead 

to changes. Such changes could potentially also affect those who still use MARC21. 

Everyone was interested in continuing to participate and explore this. NLS will stay in touch 

with the whole group and keep everyone updated. Questions or input can be sent to 

andreas.mace@kb.se. 

Meeting notes: Johan Ahrén, Andreas Mace 

mailto:andreas.mace@kb.se
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Provider Network
Meeting 2024-04-16



Agenda

• Introductions

• Form and structure of the network 

• Future meetings structure and frequency 

• Main topic: data delivery (“exports”) of linked data from Libris to local library systems (ILS/LSP)

• Other topics/questions



Form and structure of the network

• NLS organizes the network and its meetings

• Max two participants per vendor

• Focus on ILS/LSP providers and Swedish national library infrastructure, esp. Libris

• Loosely structured, no formal statures

• Openess important, including publicly published meeting notes

• New vendors welcome if they meet the criteria

• Thoughts?



Future meetings structure & frequency 

• How often do we want to meet? In what way? (On premise, online, hybrid)

• NLS suggestion is to meet at least once a year, but possibly two times (one spring, one fall) if there 
are current topics to discuss



Linked data from Libris to local library 
systems (ILS/LSP)



Exports from Libris today

• The current solution is based on MARC21

• Three main ways of exporting data:

– MARC export API

– Batch exports (nightly)

– OAI-PMH



Moving from MARC21 to linked data



MARC21

2024-06-03



Linked data



Linked data: author



Linked data: work



What we want to do

• Support delivery of data (“exports”) of linked data from Libris

• Explore solutions for receiving, storing and using the data locally

– NLS will use FOLIO LSP, other options (systems) for testing is of interest

• Sync holdings/item data back to Libris



Our goals

• Utilize promise of linked data and move away from MARC

• Bring Libris and local ILS/LSP:s closer

• Remove obstacles and unnecessary double work in libraries



Where we are today

• Planning workshops, detailing what needs to be done, 
by whom and when

• Will start work this spring, leading up to active 
development work fall 2024

• Short timeframe – first a workable implementation 
and then iterate



Timeline

2024-06-03



Things to explore & discuss

• What protocols/mechanisms will be provided?

• Form/shape of the data

• What ”feeds” will be supported from Libris?

• How much will Libris provide (in terms of packaging data) vs. what is the responsibility of the local 
system to fetch and store data?

• Define local metadata needs? Operational metadata, caching data etc.

• How do we sync holding/item data back to Libris?

• We want input, ideas, opinions from you!



Protocols/mechanisms

• Don’t want to build custom solutions if it can be avoided

• What’s happening internationally? BIG (BIBFRAME Interoperability Group) etc.

• Standards should be based on RDF

• Possible protocols:

• Resource sync

• Activity streams

• Others?



Form/shape of the data

• BIBFRAME? KBV? Other forms or metadata formats?

• What serializations should we provide? JSON-LD, Turtle, others?



What ”feeds” will be supported?

• Today we provide three sets/collections: auth, bib and holdings

• What types of data do we want to ”listen to” in the future?



How much will Libris provide vs. what 
is the responsibility of the local system?

• What is the responsibility of the ILS/LSP in regards to fetching and storing data?

• Packaging of data from Libris vs. follow the links (i.e. actual use of linked data)?



Local metadata needs

• Define what metadata is needed locally as operational metadata

• Caching data locally for other needs/functions (searching, rapports, statistics etc.)



How do we sync holding/item data 
back to Libris?

• NLS will explore holdings and items in Libris

• Model holdings and define important properties in Libris

• What mechanisms can be used to sync data back to Libris?



More things to 
explore & discuss

• We want input, ideas, opinions from you!

• What is in the pipeline for you?

• What would be the dream solution for you?



Questions?
andreas.mace@kb.se
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